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Read Genesis 2:8-17 (NIV):

Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The
Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In
the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 11 The name
of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is
good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the
entire land of Cush. 14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth
river is the Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the
Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”

1. What does the tree of life represent? Explain the significance of this symbol and particularly its
significance for us still today.

2. What's the point of the descriptions and destinations of the four streams that flow out of the Garden of
Eden?

3. Describe what is meant by a “centered-set” group or community and how that differs from a “bounded-
set” community. In what ways are we at NSCBC a “centered-set” church?

4. What do the gold and precious stones in the Garden of Eden represent?

5. What meaning can we draw from the fact that the life-giving water was coming up from the ground,
which is where the chaos waters from Genesis 1 were?

6. What does the tree of the knowledge of good and evil represent, and why was it there?

7. Describe various ways people can get wisdom.

8. Humans weren’t created immortal, rather we were created “from the dust” representing our mortality.
The breath of God represents how God’s life animates and energizes us to be the images we were
created to be and is a reminder of our dependency on God for life. What is the significance of all this

for you today?

9. Share about someone you know who poured themselves out in service and love for others out of their
deep connection to Christ, the Tree of Life.

10. What did you sense God saying to you through this passage and this message?



