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“Noah’s Garden” – Bobby Warrenburg 

 Genesis 9:18-29 

18 The sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem, Ham and Japheth.(Ham was the father of 
Canaan.) 19 These were the three sons of Noah, and from them came the people who were scattered 
over the whole earth. 

20 Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded[a] to plant a vineyard. 21 When he drank some of its wine, he 
became drunk and lay uncovered inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father 
naked and told his two brothers outside.23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it across 
their shoulders; then they walked in backward and covered their father’s naked body. Their faces 
were turned the other way so that they would not see their father naked. 

24 When Noah awoke from his wine and found out what his youngest son had done to him, 25 he said, 

“Cursed be Canaan! 
    The lowest of slaves 
    will he be to his brothers.” 
26 He also said, 

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Shem! 
    May Canaan be the slave of Shem. 
27 May God extend Japheth’s[b] territory; 
    may Japheth live in the tents of Shem, 
    and may Canaan be the slave of Japheth.” 
28 After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29 Noah lived a total of 950 years, and then he died. 

 

1. Mark out the similarities and differences between this passage and Genesis 3. How do you 
interpret the comparisons? 

2. Genesis 9:20-21 describes Noah planting a vineyard, getting drunk, and lying uncovered in 
his tent. What details stand out to you about this scene? How does it contrast with Noah’s 
earlier righteousness (Genesis 6:9)? 

3. Compare the actions of Ham, Shem, and Japheth in verses 22-23. How do their responses to 
Noah’s nakedness differ, and why might this matter? 

4. The sermon mentions that "looking upon nakedness" may be a euphemism for something 
darker (like sexual violation). How does this change your understanding of Ham’s sin and 
Noah’s curse? 

5. The sermon connects this story to the theme of "honor-shame culture." How does this cultural 
context help explain the family conflict? Why was Ham doing this? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%209&version=NIV#fen-NIV-226a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%209&version=NIV#fen-NIV-233b


6. The sermon suggests that we often seek honor, recognition, or value in ways that fracture 
relationships. Can you identify with this? Where do you see this dynamic in your own life 
(family, work, church, etc.)? 

7. How does Jesus, as the "firstborn" (Colossians 1:15-18), redefine power and honor compared 
to the way the world (or even Noah’s family) seeks it? 

8. The sermon quotes Thomas Merton: "The root of Christian love is not the will to love but the 
faith that one is loved." How might believing you’re fully loved by God change the way you 
relate to others? 

9. The sermon ends with the challenge to ask, "What is your center of value?" What would 
others say you "pull your knives out" for? How can Jesus become that center instead? 

10. Identify and reflect on one insight from this passage that you could meaningfully share with 
someone in your life this week. How might this idea connect with their personal experiences 
or challenges?  


