June 9, 2025
“Upward Participation” — Bobby Warrenburg

Colossians 3:1-4

'Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. * For you
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. *When Christ, who is your life, appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.

1. The sermon talked about "charting a course, but life doesn't end up like the map you thought
it would be." Can you think of a time when you had to have "a reckoning with the way things
truly are" - when you had to "shed your organizing ideas" about how life should work?

2. Paul calls us to "set your hearts/minds on things above." This isn't about escaping earth, but
what Bobby called "upward participation.” Looking at verses 1-2, how is this different from
just trying to be more spiritual or religious?

3. Inverse 1, Paul says "Since then you have been raised with Christ." What does this past-tense
language suggest about our current status? How does this challenge the common "above the
line/below the line" way of thinking about the Christian life?

4. Verse 3 states "you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in God." What do you think
Paul means by our life being "hidden"? How does this connect to the sermon's discussion of
mystery and hiddenness in the Christian life? What hiddenness do you see in our church?
What might be hidden kingdom work happening in your life that others (or even you) might
not recognize?

5. Verse 4 promises that "when Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with
him in glory." How does this future hope affect how we live in the present?

6. Bobby described our current reality as living in "this mixed age" where heaven and earth
overlap. Instead of life being "above the line/below the line," we experience both kingdom
breakthrough and ongoing struggle. How does this framework help explain why Christian life
feels more complicated than we sometimes expect?

7. The sermon suggested we should "set our minds on the things that have the capability to
heal the earth (heaven)." It's not that earthly things are bad, but "they just don't have healing
power." What are some good earthly things you've looked to for healing that ultimately
couldn't deliver? How is Jesus' healing power different?

8. Bobby taught that "God is probably going to bring his kingdom through your place of
weakness and pain" using a contrary remedy. Think about an area of struggle in your life -
how might God want to use "the contrary remedy" there?

9. Life in the “mixed age” can be mysterious and we can wonder if God is up to anything at all.
What are some areas where you're currently wondering if God is working, even though you
can't see it clearly?



10.The sermon ended with C.S. Lewis's analogies about salt and light - how Jesus doesn't
diminish us but brings out our true selves. What are some ways you've experienced Jesus
enhancing rather than shrinking who you are?

11.The sermon challenged us to "shed your organizing ideas" about how life should work and
embrace God's map instead. What is one "organizing idea" about life, success, or happiness
that you might need to let go of in order to embrace this vision of living in the overlap of
heaven and earth?

12.Since we're called to "upward participation” rather than earthly escape, what would it look
like for you to live more from heaven's reality in one specific area of your daily routine this
week?

13.Paul promises that one day we "will appear with him in glory" - that our hidden faithfulness
will be revealed and our true selves will be fully manifest. How does this promise change your
perspective on current struggles or seemingly insignificant acts of obedience?



