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“Navigating a New Landscape” – Richard Wallace   

Colossians 3:5-17 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used 
to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such 
things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each 
other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or 
Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of 
you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues 
put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

1. Read verses 5-9 aloud. Paul gives us two different lists of things to "put to death." How 
would you describe the difference between the first list (v.5) and the second list (vv. 8-9)? Why 
do you think Paul chooses these lists in this passage? (elsewhere he has other lists) 

2. Richard explained that these aren't just "bad behaviors" but symptoms of trying to meet 
deep needs through "the broken systems of the old world." Looking at the second list (anger, 
rage, malice, slander, lies), what underlying needs might drive these behaviors? E.g. 

o Without a way to deal with shame → anger 
o When feeling unloved → greed 
o When feeling overlooked → lies/slander 

Can you think of examples from your own life where you've seen this pattern? 

3. Why does Paul describe all of this as "idolatry" (v.5)? What does it mean for a desire to 
become an "over-desire"? 

4. Read verses 12-14. Notice how Paul introduces this list: "Therefore, as God's chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved..." Why does he start with identity before giving the list of virtues? 



5. Richard used the analogy of a traded basketball player needing to change jerseys. How does 
thinking about these virtues as "the uniform of our new identity" change how you approach 
them? 

6. Look at verse 14: "And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity." Why is love described as binding everything together? What does this suggest 
about where these virtues are meant to be practiced? 

7. “Repentance is more than moral dos and don'ts—it's a full reality shift." How is this different 
from how repentance might typically be thought of? What makes this approach both more 
challenging and more hopeful? 

8. Read verse 11 again. Paul says that in the new reality, traditional social divisions don't exist. 
What modern-day divisions might Paul include if he were writing today? What would it look 
like for our church to truly live this out? 

9. Richard shared how his home church in Northern Ireland was housing immigrants during racial 
riots, "wearing the clothing of compassion, kindness and humility." What resonances did you 
see between this story and the passage? Can you think of current situations in our community 
where we could similarly embody new creation values while others are operating from "old 
map" thinking? 

10. Take a moment to honestly reflect (perhaps as a group take a few moments of quiet 
reflection): What "old survival instinct" might you still be carrying that fragments 
relationships? Which of the "put on" virtues (compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
patience, forgiveness, love) feels most challenging for you to practice consistently? Share with 
the group if you feel comfortable. Look for opportunities to encourage one another 

11. Read verse 16 together out loud. 

o What would it look like for our small group to actually "teach and admonish one 
another" in the way Paul describes? 

o How does this idea sound to you? How do you react to it? 
o How could we help each other "put off" old patterns and "put on" new creation 

virtues? 
o What would need to change about how we relate to each other for this to happen? 
o How could we celebrate together when we see each other growing in these virtues? 

12. As a group, where do you see opportunities to embody this new creation community in our 
broader community? What would it look like for us to be a sign of "God's new world breaking 
in"? 

 


