
November 16, 2025      

“Laughter in the Gap” – Richard Wallace 

Genesis 17:15-18; 18:1-15 

1. What do you notice about the differences and similarities between Abraham's laugh and 
Sarah's laugh? What does their body language and internal dialogue reveal about where each 
of them is spiritually? 

2. The passage uses rich imagery—trees, mountain, tent, feast. How does this connect to earlier 
Genesis stories (especially the Garden of Eden), and what might this tell us about what God is 
accomplishing beyond just giving them a child? 

3. The sermon distinguished between "optimism" (based on reasonable expectation) and 
"hope" (rooted in the character of God). How do you see this distinction playing out in 
Abraham and Sarah's responses? Where in Scripture do we see examples of biblical hope 
that go against reasonable expectation? 

4. God's first direct question is "Where is Sarah?" and later asks "Is anything too hard for the 
Lord?" Why are these questions significant? What do they reveal about God's heart toward 
Sarah specifically and toward those of us who struggle with cynicism? 

5. The sermon identified two survival strategies: Abraham's "active control" (managing 
outcomes, helping God out) and Sarah's "passive retreat" (cynicism, emotional shutdown). 
Which of these resonates more with your own tendencies? Can you share an example from 
your life? 

6. "Do you limit your prayers to things you think are possible or likely?" How would you 
honestly answer this question? What impossible thing have you stopped praying for—and 
what would it look like to bring that back before God? 

7. Before addressing their unbelief, God shares a meal with Abraham and Sarah. What does this 
teach us about how God builds hope in people who are struggling? How is this presence 
ultimately fulfilled in Jesus (John 1:14)? 

8. The sermon says, "You cannot endure on promises alone—you need my presence to keep 
going." What's the difference between trusting God's promises and experiencing God's 
presence? How have you experienced this distinction in seasons of waiting? 

9. Sarah was "near grace, but not tasting it"—physically present but relationally distant. Where 
in your life might you be "in the tent" right now—close to God's work but cut off by cynicism 
or self-protection? What would it look like to step out from behind that curtain? 

10. The sermon challenges us to "put yourself where you can experience God's presence" rather 
than trying to "endure on promises alone." What are practical, concrete ways you can "taste 
and see that the Lord is good" this week? Where do you most reliably encounter God's 
presence? 

11. Sit with the question that ends the passage: "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" What gap in 
your life is this question speaking to right now? How does shifting focus from your 
circumstances to God's character change how you approach this gap? 



 


