November 23, 2025

“Lessons in Justice” — Bobby Warrenburg
Genesis 18:16-33

1. Why does God ask, "Shall | hide from Abraham what | am about to do?" What does this
question reveal about God's desire for partnership with Abraham?

2. God says he has chosen Abraham "so that he will direct his children and his household after
him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just." What does this tell us about
God's purposes for Abraham and his descendants?

3. The text describes "the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah" as "so great." What does this
language of "outcry" communicate about God's character and concerns?

4. How does understanding Sodom as archetypal - drawing on language from Cain and Abel,
the Flood, and Babel - deepen our understanding of what's at stake in this passage?

5. What is Abraham actually doing as he negotiates with God from 50 righteous people down to
107 Is this bargaining, or something else? Why do you think Abraham stops at 10? What
might have happened if he had continued to 5, or 1, or even zero?

6. The sermon described a tension: "If there is not a God who does justice, what hope is there
for the oppressed? But if God's justice is fair... what hope is there for all of us who know this
line of good and evil to be divided right through our heart?" How do you experience this
tension? How does this passage challenge our tendency to either overemphasize God's
judgment or overemphasize his mercy?

7. What does it mean that God treats Abraham according to "who he will one day be" rather
than who he currently is? How is this different from ignoring sin or pretending problems don't
exist?

8. The sermon explored whether "the righteousness of the few could impute righteousness to
the many" - the opposite of collective guilt. How does this theological experiment in Genesis
18 point forward to Christ?

9. The sermon distinguished between "calling out" (pointing to what's wrong) and "calling up"
(inviting into new creation). How does this distinction change the way we might engage with
people who are far from God or struggling with sin?

1. Who in your life might God be inviting you to "pretend" with - to see and treat
according to who they could become by God's grace?

10.How does Jesus on the Mount of Olives and at Golgotha fulfill and transform what we see in
Genesis 18? How does he resolve the tension between justice and mercy?

11.What does it look like for us, as the body of Christ, to "walk in the way of the Lord by doing
what is right and what is just" - knowing that "doing right will often look like extending
mercy" and "extending mercy will bring a lot of justice"?

12.The sermon ended with a prayer about having "better vision for each other" and "calling
them up." What would change in your relationships if you began to see people - your family,
your church, your neighbors - the way God sees them?



13.1s there someone specific God is calling you to intercede for this week? How might you pray
for them in light of this passage?



