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“Faith in the Unfinished Story” – Laura Range 

Genesis 23:1-20 

1. Verse 2 says Abraham "went to mourn for Sarah and to weep over her." The Hebrew suggests 
loud, physical, audible lament, the kind of grief that beats the chest. How does this challenge the 
assumption that strong faith means quiet emotions? What does it tell us that Scripture preserves 
this kind of grief without apology? 

2. How are Abraham and Sarah doing in relation to the promises they received? The sermon said, 
"One of the struggles that many believers carry is the feeling that unfinished things must mean 
failed things." Where have you felt this tension, the sense that because you can't see the results, 
perhaps the promise has stalled? 

3. Sarah dies before seeing the promise fully fulfilled. The sermon said, "God's covenant continues 
through death, not around it." How is that different from how we typically think about God's 
relationship to suffering and loss? What comfort, or challenge, does this offer? 

4. Abraham calls himself "a sojourner and foreigner" (v. 4), even after sixty years in the land God 
promised him. Yet he insists on purchasing the field and cave of Machpelah rather than 
accepting a free burial space. Why does that matter? What is Abraham signaling by paying full 
price, publicly, at the city gates? 

5. The sermon pointed out that this is the first legal foothold of God's promise in Canaan, the first 
piece of the promised land ever owned by God's covenant family. And it's a tomb. What does it 
mean that the first real estate in the promised land is a burial site? How does this shape how we 
think about the relationship between death and hope in God's story? 

6. The sermon used the image of NSCBC as a "sending church," with people being formed here 
and then moving elsewhere. Laura mentioned someone who once said it was hard to invest in 
people they knew would leave, and then did it anyway. Where are you investing in something 
right now where you may not see the results? A marriage, a child's faith formation, a friendship, a 
ministry, a neighborhood? What makes persistent investment difficult when outcomes are 
uncertain? 

7. The sermon highlighted rich wordplay in the text: the Hebrew word for "cave" shares consonants 
with the word for "naked," and "Machpelah" means "double," evoking something like "the cave 
of the naked pair." The cave is near Mamre (where Abraham received the covenant), surrounded 
by trees. How does this Eden imagery reshape how you read what seems like a straightforward 
real estate transaction? What is the narrator doing by layering these echoes underneath a burial 
story? 



8. Sarah experienced barrenness for decades, yet God brought life through her. Now she is buried 
in the ground "like a seed." The sermon connected this to John 12:24: "Unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds." 
How does this image change the way you think about seasons of your life that feel like endings? 

9. The cave of Machpelah went on to hold Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their wives. Hebron became 
David's first capital. It was visited by the faithful spies, inherited by Caleb, and became a city of 
refuge. The sermon said, "This cave was just the beginning." How does knowing the rest of the 
story change how you read Genesis 23? And what might that mean for the chapters of your life 
that feel small or unresolved right now? 

10. The sermon drew a direct line from Sarah's burial in an Eden-like setting to Jesus' burial in a 
garden tomb. But where Sarah's burial hints at hope, Jesus' resurrection declares fulfillment. How 
does the resurrection of Jesus change what it means to live inside an "unfinished chapter"? 

11. The children's hallway at NSCBC includes "mirror moments" where kids see themselves reflected 
in the biblical story. Abraham and Sarah's mirror moment is: "I can trust God even when things 
feel broken." If you had to write your own mirror moment for this season of your life, what would 
it be? 

12. The sermon named three postures of faith in the face of death and unfinished promises: grieve 
honestly, invest persistently, hope eternally. Which of these is hardest for you right now, and 
why? 

13. Laura said, "Faithfulness is not measured by immediate results. Faithfulness is measured by 
trusting the reliability of God's promises." What is one concrete way you can live into that truth 
this week, whether through faithful investment, honest grief, or stubborn hope? 

 


