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“Returning Home” – Bobby Warrenburg 

Leviticus 1:1-9 

1. What is the very first thing God does in this passage? What does it tell us that the book begins with 
God speaking and calling? 

2. Notice that the offering can be a bull, a goat, or a pigeon (v.14, elaborated later). What does the 
range of acceptable offerings suggest about who this is for? 

3. Walk through the five movements of the liturgy: presentation of the blameless animal, the laying on of 
hands, the slaughter, the gathering of the blood, and the burning. Which of these strikes you most, 
and why? 

4. The Hebrew word for "offering" (korban) comes from the root meaning "to draw near." How does 
knowing that change the way you read this passage? 

5. Bobby argued that the sacrificial system is commonly misread as humans trying to appease an angry 
God, when in fact it is God providing the means for humans to come near to him. Does that reframe 
change how you have thought about this system? What has been your instinctive picture of the God 
of Leviticus? 

6. The word "atonement" in English literally means "at-one-ment" — the restoration of union. How does 
framing atonement as reunion rather than transaction change its emotional weight for you? 

7. Bobby used the illustration of The Giving Tree to describe God's posture. What resonated with you in 
that image? Where does the analogy hold well, and where might it be limited? 

8. Alan Noble's idea of "zoochosis" describes an anxiety and restlessness that persists even when our 
environment is optimized for comfort and flourishing. Where do you see this pattern in your own life, 
or in the culture around you? 

9. Bobby suggested that Leviticus is meant to address this longing — that it speaks to the sense that 
something is not quite right, that we need to be set free from something, or connected to something 
we have lost. What do you think that something is, according to the sermon? 

10. Leviticus sits at the center of the Torah, between Exodus (God rescuing Israel and moving into the 
tabernacle) and Numbers (Moses now meeting God inside the tent). How does understanding this 
narrative arc change what you expect from Leviticus as a book? 

11. The sermon described the tabernacle community as ordered around a God of "neverending self-
giving love" at the center — in contrast to the Egyptian pyramid system with power at the top and the 
expendable at the bottom. What would it actually look like for a church community to be ordered this 
way? 

 
Thomas Howard described the sacrificial system as pointing to what he called the "exchanged life" — the 
principle that my life for yours is at the root of all existence. Small layings down of life: letting someone go 
first, giving 10 minutes to help, holding a door. Each is a death, and each is the shape of the gospel. 

12. Where in your daily life do you feel resistance to this exchanged life principle? What makes it hard to 
lay down convenience, preference, or time for others? 

13. Bobby asked: "Do you want what God would give to you?" Honestly, what do you tend to want from 
God, and how does that compare with God simply wanting to give you himself? 



 
Bobby suggested walking through the five movements of the burnt offering as a personal devotional pattern 
during Lent: 

 

Five Movements of Approach 

1. Presentation — Bring your whole self. Reflect on the blamelessness of Christ and your 
own incompleteness. 
2. Identification — Place your weight on Christ. Identify with his righteousness offered on 
your behalf. 
3. Death — Name what needs to die in you. The habits, patterns, or postures that are 
cutting you off from life with God. 
4. Blood — Receive the ransom and the cleansing. The blood of Jesus is your payment 
and your purification. 
5. Ascent — Offer yourself as a living sacrifice. Present your life, your week, your will as an 
offering to God. 

14. Which of these five movements feels most alive to you right now? Which feels most unfamiliar or 
difficult? 

15. As we move through Lent, what is one specific practice you could adopt this week that would help 
you draw near to God rather than simply do things for him? 

16. Bobby described Israel's camp in the wilderness as a radically different social order than Egypt — not 
a pyramid, but a community gathered around the presence of God. If NSCBC took seriously being this 
kind of community, what would need to change? What is already present that you are grateful for? 

17. Who in your life is experiencing a kind of zoochosis right now — that restless longing for something 
more, without knowing what it is? How might you point them toward the source of life this week? 

 

Close your group time by reading aloud the prayer Bobby offered at the end of the sermon, or pray through 
it together in your own words: 

 

Father, thank you for this wonderful wisdom you give us. Help us to be a 
different kind of community. Get the ways of Egypt out of us. Get your beating 
heart at the center — your self-giving love — further into us. Lord, help us to 
seek you. In all the things we do this week, help it be something that draws us 
closer to you. You are the source of our life and redemption and joy and hope. 
We come to you in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 


