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“Finding Wisdom in the Purity Laws” – Bobby Warrenburg 

Read Leviticus 11:44-45 and 19:1-2 aloud together. These summary verses frame the whole section. As you 
do, listen for what goal or purpose the laws are driving toward. 

 

1. Bobby pointed out that the word "distinguish" or "separate" in Leviticus is exactly the same word used 
in Genesis 1 for God's work of creation. What does it mean that God creates order by making 
separations? How does that reframe what you thought these strange laws were about? 

2. The sermon used the image of unpacking an IKEA flat-pack as a picture of creation out of chaos. The 
point wasn't just to get separate piles, but to bring things together into a functioning unity. What do you 
make of that two-part movement: separation that leads to unity? Where do you see that pattern in the 
purity laws? 

3. Bobby suggested that rather than moralizing the laws (clean = good, unclean = bad), we should see 
them as wisdom for recognizing order and disorder. He gave examples like washing hands before 
dinner, making your bed. What is the underlying logic connecting all of these? What are they training 
people to see and do? 

 

Bobby described how these laws move from the symbolic to the social. In the same passage that bans mixing 
two kinds of seed, you find commands about not mixing favoritism into justice, not mixing gossip into 
friendship, and not mixing adultery into marriage. The underlying concern is the same throughout. 

4. Does this connection between, say, the mixed-fabric law and the ban on perverting justice feel forced to 
you, or does it open something up? What do you think is gained by reading the moral laws and the ritual 
laws as part of the same vision? 

5. Bobby identified several ways we mix things that pollute what they were meant to be: ego into 
leadership, manipulation into service, envy into friendship, excessive technology into relationships. 
Which of these resonates most with something you are navigating right now? What is being despoiled 
when the wrong things get mixed together? 

6. He mentioned meeting with people experiencing depression, anxiety, or a sense of emptiness, and 
finding that often every category of their life has been allowed to fall into chaos. He suggested starting 
very small, with one act of ordering, whether that is a simple morning prayer, addressing one bill, or just 
making your bed. What do you make of that pastoral counsel? Is it too simple, or does it get at 
something important about how change actually happens? 

 

Bobby shared that if holiness simply means "set apart," we can end up thinking God is hiding from the world, 
or that our calling is to retreat from it. But the tabernacle was built right in the middle of the camp, not at the 
edge of it. 

7. Bobby contrasted being "saintly" with being a "saint," using the character from Middlemarch. The 
saintly person makes everyone feel smaller and more ashamed. The true saint enlarges people and 



draws them toward what they could become. Who in your life has been a saint in that second sense? 
What was it about them? 

8. Jesus systematically went to every category of uncleanness in Leviticus: tombs, lepers, bleeding women, 
adulterers, Gentiles. Bobby described his holiness as contagious rather than defensive. What does that 
mean for how we think about engaging with people or places that feel spiritually complicated or messy? 
Where might you be holding back out of a mistaken idea of what holiness requires? 

9. The sermon described the cross as the most defiling place imaginable, designed to utterly strip a person 
of dignity, identity, and community. And yet Jesus went there voluntarily, as an act of sanctification. How 
does this reshape your understanding of what holiness is actually for? What was God trying to 
accomplish by sending his holiness into the most contaminated place? 

 

Bobby closed with two movements: looking inward to find areas of chaos or unhealthy mixture in our own 
lives, and looking outward to find places in our relationships and communities that need someone willing to 
enter in and bring order and life. 

10. The entrepreneur Bobby quoted said he finds his calling by looking for where things are being 
despoiled and asking what order or coherence he could bring. Try applying that to your own context this 
week. Where in your workplace, your neighborhood, your family, or a friendship do you sense things are 
not functioning as they should? What would it look like to step toward that rather than away from it? 

11. Bobby ended with a call to think about what you are currently mixing that does not belong together, 
and what one small act of ordering you could begin this week. Take a few minutes as a group to name 
one thing each. Then pray for one another to follow through. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Close by praying the prayer Bobby quoted from Alcoholics Anonymous: "God, grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the 

difference." Then add your own words for the specific things your group has named. 

 


