
March 22, 2026 
 
“The Day of Atonement” Bobby Warrenburg 
 
Read Leviticus 16:20–22 
The passage describes Aaron laying both hands on the live goat and confessing all the 
sins of Israel over it before sending it into the wilderness. As you read, notice what is 
being transferred, to whom it is sent, and what remains behind in the camp. 
 
1. Bobby opened with a story about persistent guilt. What is it about certain feelings 

like guilt or shame that makes them so hard to shake? 
2. Bobby quoted a writer’s observation that modern Western society has largely 

abandoned a shared sacred moral order but that the result has not been freedom 
from judgment. Instead, the sources of condemnation have multiplied: Madison 
Avenue, the weight scale, social media algorithms, the parenting industrial 
complex, even the mirror. Do you recognize that experience? Where do you feel 
the weight of judgment most acutely, and how does that compare to the 
experience of standing before God? 

 
Bobby pointed out something remarkable about the structure of the first five books of 
the Bible. Leviticus is their central book. Chapter 16 is the center of Leviticus. And the 
act of making atonement — the removal of sin and the restoration of access to God’s 
presence — is placed at the very heart of that chapter. The answer to human guilt and 
separation is not at the margins of God’s wisdom. It is the center of the whole design. 
 
3. What does it say about God’s priorities that the removal of sin and restoration of 

relationship has been placed at the absolute center of the Torah’s structure, not at 
the edges, not as an afterthought, but as the heart of everything? 

4. Bobby described sin as something that “splashes” and spreads, contaminating not 
just people but places: altars, the mercy seat, the courtyard, the tent of meeting 
itself. He used the image of horse manure piling up in early-twentieth-century 
London, with projections of the city being buried under nine feet of it within fifty 
years. Does this image of sin as spreading pollution change how you think about it? 
Where do you see that dynamic playing out in your own experience? 

5. What can we do if we notice the “manure piling up” in our own lives? What helps 
you catch it before it spreads? 
 

Bobby described two goats at the heart of the Day of Atonement ritual, and argued 
that both are necessary for a full picture of what atonement accomplishes. One goat 



goes west, deeper into the tabernacle, toward the very presence of God. The other 
goes east into the wilderness, as far from the camp as it can possibly be sent. Together 
they answer two distinct questions: How do we get back to God? And how do we get 
rid of what has accumulated between us? 
 
6. Thinking of the first goat, what does it mean to you that the goal of atonement is 

not simply forgiveness, but nearness — being brought back into the very presence 
of God? How does this shape your understanding of what Jesus accomplished? 

7. The second goat carries all the accumulated sins — Bobby noted the text uses 
three specific words: sins, iniquities, and transgressions — confessed aloud over it, 
and is then sent east into the wilderness to Azazel. What does this image add to 
your understanding of the cross? How does it change things to know that Christ not 
only cleanses but carries and removes? 

8. Bobby told the story of a late-life convert who came to Martin Lloyd Jones the 
morning after his first Communion, weeping, convinced that God could forgive the 
drinking and carousing, but never the blasphemous words he had once spoken 
against Christ. Lloyd Jones’s unusual response was not to encourage more prayer 
and confession, but to say: “The problem is not that you haven’t repented enough. 
The problem is that you won’t believe.” What is the difference between those two 
problems? Is there something in your own life where the obstacle is less about 
confession and more about trusting that it is actually gone? 

 
Bobby described Christ as fulfilling both goats at once. His blood goes west — 
entering the true holy place, the presence of the Father, and purifying the way for us to 
follow. And he is sent east — bearing the iniquity of us all, suffering outside the city 
walls at Golgotha, carried away to the farthest imaginable distance. Isaiah says the Lord 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. Hebrews says he suffered outside the gate. Bobby put 
it plainly: there is only one animal in all of Scripture on whom the sins of the people are 
laid, and it was fulfilled at the cross. 
 
9. Is there something specific (a particular failure, a long-standing shame, a sin you’ve 

confessed many times but still feel disqualified by) that you need to genuinely place 
on him and stop retrieving? What would it look like to simply believe that it is gone? 

10. Bobby pointed out that the Day of Atonement is a gateway to transformation, not 
the destination. From chapter 17 onward, Leviticus becomes a handbook for 
renewed communal life: love your neighbor as yourself, care for the poor, leave 
gleanings for the marginal, do not pervert justice. Crucially, this transformation 
flows out of atonement — it is not the cause of it. How does it change your 
motivation for obedience if you are living from forgiveness rather than toward it? 



11. Bobby ended with a practical call in two directions. What in your life is good and 
needs to be brought westward, offered up, consecrated, placed in service to God? 
Your wisdom, your gifts, your experience? And what needs to go east, something 
you have been holding on to that is not consistent with who you are in Christ, 
something that needs to be laid down and let go? Take a few minutes as a group to 
name one thing in each direction. Then pray for one another to follow through. 

 
Closing Prayer 
 
Close by reading aloud together the John Newton quote Bobby ended with: “I am not 
what I ought to be. I am not what I want to be. I am not what I hope to be in another 
world. But still I am not what I once used to be. And by the grace of God, I am what I 
am.” Let each phrase settle in silence for a moment. Then pray together — giving 
thanks for what has been carried away and what has been opened up as a result, and 
asking for the courage and faith to live from that freedom in the week ahead. 


