Almost
Mark 11:1-11 | Palm Sunday

Think of a moment in your life when you had built up enormous expectation toward something
— a purchase, a move, a relationship, a milestone — only for the moment of arrival to feel
incomplete or deflated. What was that like? What were you really longing for underneath the
thing itself?

Read Mark 11:1-11

What strikes you most on this reading? What do you notice that you might have passed over
before?

Richard unpacked the rich layers of meaning the crowd was drawing on: the Psalms of Ascent
sung on the pilgrimage road, the palm branches evoking the Feast of Tabernacles, the eastern
approach echoing Ezekiel 43, the cry of Hosanna from Psalm 118. This was not an excitable
mob. These were people carrying centuries of scripturally-formed longing.

1. The crowd had been singing Psalm 132 on their way to Jerusalem: “Arise, Lord, and come
to your resting place, you and the ark of your might.” What does this tell you about what
they were hoping for? What would “the glory returning to the temple” have meant for
them?

2. Richard described the pilgrims as people shaped by “generations of carrying the burden
of scripturally-formed longing.” Can you think of ways your own faith has been shaped by
longing?

3. Augustine wrote: “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it
rests in you.” Richard suggested that this same restlessness is present in everyone in the
room, whether or not they have named it as a longing for God. Where have you chased
that restlessness? Where do you feel it most acutely?

Jesus entered Jerusalem, went into the temple, looked around at everything — and left.
Drawing on the Leviticus this sounds like the language of a priestly inspection. The house fails.
The arriving priest-king turns his back, and the temple becomes a house condemned.

4. Read verse 11 again slowly. What is surprising about it? Why does the chapter end this
way rather than with glory filling the temple?

5. Richard pointed out that the money changers and traders in the temple courts had
“elaborate theological and economic justifications” for everything they were doing. From
inside the system it looked like faithful, well-organised religion. What does it look like



when we give the things in our lives “good names” that obscure what is really going on?
Can you think of an example — in culture, in church life, or personally?

“What are the things in our own lives that we have given good names to, that the arriving
priest-king might be looking at differently?” Sit with that question together. You don’t
need to answer it publicly, but name the category of life it might apply to for you.

Richard described the crowd as wanting presence on their own terms: God arriving to endorse
and affirm everything they had already decided. He offered two versions of belonging:

7.

- Am | welcomed and accepted here?

- Am | genuinely known, seen, and transformed here?

Which version of belonging are you most naturally drawn to? What makes the second
version uncomfortable?

Richard described the split-second moment when a close friend says something honest
and you feel the warmth of being known and the instinct to pull back arriving at exactly
the same time. Have you experienced that moment? What did you do with it? What does
your response reveal about what kind of belonging you actually want?

The same crowd who shouted Hosanna on Sunday shouted Crucify him on Friday. Richard
said this was not unique villainy — it is the Friday instinct in all of us. When have you felt
the retreat instinct kick in as God's presence turned out to be more thoroughgoing than
you expected?

In Jerusalem, Jesus had something greater in mind than a stone building. Good Friday is not a
detour. It is the day the real work gets done.

10. "Purification is not the cost of being close to God. It is the gift of being close to God. It is

11.

12.

13.

what his love does when it gets near you.” How does this reframe what you thought Good
Friday was for? Does it change how you want to approach this week?

“The cleansing is the homecoming. He doesn’t make us good so that he can love us. He
loves us and that love makes us good.” Where have you experienced this in your own life?
Where do you still struggle to believe it?

The crowd were right that this was the moment, right that generations of longing were
reaching their answer. They were just “looking at the wrong architecture.” What wrong
architectures do we look to for the presence of God — buildings, experiences, programs,
achievements — instead of the real thing?

“He looked around at everything. He saw it all. And he didn’t walk away from you. He
walked toward Friday.” What does it mean to you personally that the inspection did not
result in rejection, but in Jesus moving toward the cross on your behalf?



The sermon invited us to walk into Holy Week not out of duty but out of desire — to go to the
cross because we finally understand what it is for.

14. What would it look like for you this Holy Week to go to Good Friday with desire rather
than obligation? What would need to shift in how you are thinking about it?

15. Richard described NSCBC as a place of not just warmth and welcome, but “the kind of
knowing that has changed us, the kind of belonging that has made us different people.”
How can this group be that kind of community for one another? What would you need to
risk to go deeper in that direction?

16. Is there a compartment of your life — your work, your family, your finances, your political
identity, an old friendship — that you have not yet opened to God's transforming
presence? What would it look like to open it this week?



