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Baptism at NSCBC 
 

1) Baptism is a declaration. 
Jesus begins the Great Commission by commanding his church to “make disciples… baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19–20). Baptism is our 
public declaration that we belong to Jesus and that our life is now in him. His grace, his power, and his 
truth define who we are. We no longer search for an identity, because Christ has given us one — 
redeemed, justified, adopted, and sent as his representative  “For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3:27)   

2) Baptism is a symbol. 
Baptism is invisible truth made visible. Scripture tells us that those who are baptized into Christ are 
baptized into his death, burial, and resurrection: “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death… that we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3–4). “Having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith” (Colossians 2:12). What is true of him is 
now true of us, and baptism is the God‑given picture of that union. 

3) Baptism is a celebration. 
“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free” (1 Corinthians 
12:13). Through baptism, we are identified not only with Christ but with his people — the universal 
church across all times and places. As those who have “put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27), we become the 
visible expression of Christ to the world (Matthew 5:14–16). 

So baptism is a celebration that God is at work, calling people into his redeemed family. He adds to our 
number not because of gender, class, education, wealth, race, moral rectitude, or worldly status, but 
simply because of his grace (Ephesians 2:8–9). We rejoice that people are joining the family of God and 
that we share a unified joy. 

Our practice at NSCBC. 
Churches differ in how they carry out Jesus’ command to baptize, especially regarding the children of 
believing parents. Yet there is broad agreement within the worldwide church that baptism represents 
these core truths. As a Baptist church, we only practice believer’s baptism, typically by immersion, 
because we believe immersion best portrays the biblical symbolism — going under the water as 
identification with Christ’s death and burial, and emerging from the water as identification with his 
resurrection and new life (Romans 6:4). 

At the same time, we honor the faith of believers from other baptism traditions. We receive into 
membership those who were baptized before coming to personal faith if they embrace the meaning of 
baptism as Scripture presents it “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one 
hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.”(Ephesians 4:4–6) and if they believe their original baptism was 
meaningful and sufficient. 


