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1.

When have you been somewhere you weren't sure you were welcome? What was
that like?

Look at verse 36-38. What kind of meal is this, and who belongs at it? What does
the woman's presence and what she does tell you about what she is risking?

Read back through the passage and compare Simon and the woman. Make a list or
chart. Look at their actions, their words, their inner thoughts, and their posture
toward Jesus. What is Jesus commending and what is he rebuking?

Jesus answers Simon's unspoken thoughts with a parable in verses 41-42. What
does the parable mean? Adam compared being rescued from a puddle to being
rescued from a speeding train. How does the scale of the rescue shape the
relationship that follows? Where do you feel the parable's challenge in your own
relationship with Jesus?

Simon judges the woman based on her reputation and keeps her at a distance. Are
there people in your life or in this church community that you are holding at arm's
length in a similar way? What would it look like to actually see them, the way Jesus
does in verse 447

Describe the woman's response. Why is she able to be so extravagant? If a deeper
awareness of forgiveness produces extravagance, what might that look like
concretely in your own life? And if that kind of forgiveness marked our church
culture more deeply, what might it produce in our community together?

. This church serves people on the margins through our outreach ministries, people

experiencing homelessness, migrants and refugees, people with disabilities, people
in the foster care system, people in prison. How might we be changed (and
challenged) if more of those people were able to be part of our worshipping
congregation?

How is God speaking to you today through this passage? What do you think he is calling
you to act in response?

. Who do you think this story is good news for? What is one step you could take

toward that person this week?



