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1. Paul says he thanks God "for every remembrance" of the Philippians. What do you think it
means that gratitude for people is itself a form of prayer? Who comes to mind when you pray
this way, and what built that bond? (v. 3-4)

2. The Philippian church began with Lydia, a freed slave girl, and a Roman jailer. What was the
only thing that could have brought people that different together? What does that say about
what gospel partnership is actually built on? (Acts 16:11-34)

Partnership Takes Time

3. Valerie described the gift that covered Pilgrim's full insurance deductible, and the coalition
of churches that rallied around a student who needed help graduating. Neither of those things
happened quickly, they followed years of investment in relationships. What does it take, over
time, for us to be the kind of community where that sort of partnership becomes possible?
What steps towards even more of this could we start taking now?

4. Relationships at the close partnership level cost something, a giving of ourselves, a
surrendering of our independence. Do you have an example of stepping into a partnership
relationship that was costly, but ultimately worth it? How do you find close partnership
relationships challenging? What has helped you make the long term investment in the past?

Partnership of the Heart, Not Just Programs

5. Paul says he holds the Philippians in his heart and longs for them "with the tender affection
of Christ Jesus." What is the difference between doing things together and actually loving the
people you are doing them with? Have you experienced that difference? (v. 7-8)

6. Valerie described Garden City's children's ministry giving up its space for six months so that
Pilgrim's smaller congregation could have room. What moved her wasn't the logistics but the
care. What are the small, costly acts of welcome in our own church that make people feel they
are held, not just hosted?

Partnership Is Imperfect and Incomplete

7. Valerie admitted that the student's story nearly didn't happen because of her own ego as a
pastor. What is it about gospel partnership, between individuals, small groups, across
churches, cultures, and traditions, that tends to surface our pride and self-protection? What
does it actually cost us to partner well?

8. Paul prays that their love would overflow "with knowledge and full insight" to help them
"determine what really matters." Where do you find it hardest to do that discernment in
community, letting others speak into what matters most? What personal barriers make you pull
back from that kind of accountability or mutuality? (v. 9-10)



9. Valerie said the fruit of what we do now in partnership may not fully mature in our lifetimes.
How does that sit with you? In what ways does keeping the Day of Christ in view actually free
us to partner with less anxiety about outcomes? (v. 6, 10-11)

Responding

10. Take a moment of honest reflection. Where would you place yourself on a spectrum from
deeply invested to largely unaware when it comes to the wider gospel work on the North
Shore? What is one thing that could shift that in the next season?

11. Paul's confidence is not in the Philippians' effort but in God who "began a good work" and
will bring it to completion. How does that shape what you are willing to risk or sacrifice for the
sake of gospel partnership, knowing the results belong to God? (v. 6)



