SERMON NOTES

WELCOME!

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

Visiting?

Please fill out a connect card and drop it in the offering plate when it comes by, or
visit nscbc.org/connect

Need a Bible?

See an usher to receive a gift Bible. Large print and children’s Bibles are available
for use during the service.

Have Questions?
Find someone with a name badge or visit our Welcome Desk by the parking lot.

o Nursery (Birth-2.5 yrs): Drop off before service in Room 208
o Preschool Worship (2.5-4.5 yrs): Drop off before service in Room 205

+  Children’s Worship (4.5 yrs-2nd grade): Children begin the service
with their families, then will be invited partway through to the sanctuary
foyer, where leaders will bring them downstairs to Room LL1 in the new
Children’s Wing,.

GIVING UPDATE
General Fund Update & Budget Comparison

Actuals Budget thru Apr 30
General Fund Income $329,090.56 $ 353,998.68
Less Expenses $403,986.20 $ 399,158.36
Net Difference ($74,895.64)

STAFF AND LEADERS

Church Staff

Senior Pastor | Bobby Warrenburg | bobby@nscbc.org

Associate Pastor | Richard Wallace | richard@nscbc.org

Minister of Worship Arts | Adam Kurihara | adam@nscbc.org

Minister of Children and Families | Laura Range | laura@nscbc.org

Ministry Asst. of Children and Families | Christina Solis | christina@nscbc.org
Youth Minister | Julie Funderburk | julie@nscbc.org

Office Manager | Carl Kraines | office@nscbc.org

Bookkeeper | Ruth Feins | bookkeeper@nscbc.org

Caretaker | Will Funderburk | caretaker@nscbc.org

Elders Deacons

Russ Tuck (Chair) Natalie Crowson (Chair) Janet Bjork
Antuan Weeks Ryan Berger (Finance) Lissa Whitley
Russ Bjork Clay Range (Facilities) Stephen Dagley
Andrew Rennekamp Joanna Hewitt (Personnel) Laura Garth
Jon Rodgers Kristin Gelinas Sarah Tjalsma
Bobby Warrenburg Laura Gallant

Treasurer | Jim Maden
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9 Hart Street, Beverly, MA 01915
978.927.2014 | nscbe.org
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Ascension Sunday
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 17,2026

The Risen Christ Loves

And hope does not put us to shame, because God'’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. You see, at just the right time, when we
were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.

— Romans 5:5-6

REFLECTION FOR WORSHIP

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back
Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,

If T lacked any thing.

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:
Love said, You shall be he.

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,

I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I?

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame?
My dear, then I will serve.
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat:
So I did sit and eat.

— George Herbert, “Love (III)”



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Family Meeting &'Lunch
May 17 | 11:30am | Family Room

We will be gathering to review the vision and values that God is calling
NSCBC to move towards. The discussion will primarily be regarding
resuming our building campaign. A church member vote will follow on May
31 immediately after the church service.

GriefShare 2025-26

Runs through July 27/ 6:30-8:30pm | Family Room

GriefShare is a weekly group offering understanding, support, and practical help for
those navigating grief. Come find hope alongside others who understand.

Host a Youth Bonfire

A big part of our summer youth rhythms is gathering at local homes for bonfires,
where we get to hear someone from within our community share their story. If you
have a home that could host teens around a fire this summer, please reach out to Julie
at julie@nscbc.org.

Weekly Prayer Email

We are pleased to be starting up our weekly prayer email again! Go to nscbc.org/
weeklyprayer to sign up.

Meal Trains

One of the ways that we tangibly support one another is by providing meals during
times of need (i.e. after surgery, during illness, when a new baby arrives). To view
who in our congregation could use assistance, visit nscbc.org/meals

Volunteering at NSCBC

NSCBC is looking for volunteers to serve in three important areas of our church
life. We are seeking additional team members for our Children’s Ministry and
volunteers to join our Welcome Team. If you are interested in serving in any of
these roles, please reach out to office@nscbc.org.

CHURCH CENTER

Join our online community portal for events and more.

This icon indicates a sign up or more information on
Church Center. Join us at nscbe.churchcenter.com
or download the Church Center app to get started.

SERVICE ORDER

Ascension Sunday | Seventh Sunday of Easter | May 17,2026

Prelude
God Gathers Us to Himself
*Gathering Hymn And Can It Be (396) SAGINA
Call to Worship Scott Hwang
*Praise All Glory Be To Christ ~ King’s Kaleidoscope (2012)
Confession & Assurance Scott Hwang
*Praise Take My Life Tomlin (2003)
Prayer for Children

*Passing the Peace
Children ages 4.5 - 2nd grade are invited to children’s worship

Life of the Church: Offering and Announcements Laura Range

Baptisms Julia Cole
FEliana Lilley
God Speaks to Us Through His Word
Scripture Reading Luke 7:36-50 Jessi Rennekamp
Sermon A Dinner Party Gone Wrong Adam Kurihara
God Moves Us to Respond
Prayer of Response Adam Kurihara

Anthem Love (IIT) Sanctuary Choir
Text by G. Herbert (1633) | Music by A. Kurihara (2017)
*Praise Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me CityAlight (2018)
God Sends Us Out to Serve
*Benediction Adam Kurihara
Postlude

Our prayer team is located in the back of the sanctuary to pray for you after the service

*Congregation stands as able | All songs used by permission. CCLI License #329436.
Captions and translation available at nscbc.org/captions.

The sermon and service recordings are available at nscbc.org

CALENDAR

Today (5/17) Worship Service | Sanctuary 10:00am
Family Meeting & Lunch | Family Room 11:30am
Shine On Worship | Family Room 5:30pm
Monday GriefShare | Friendship Hall 6:30pm
Softball | Burnham’s Field in Gloucester 6:30pm
Wednesday Mid-Day Prayer | Room 211 11:30am-Noon
Sunday (5/24)  Worship Service | Sanctuary 10:00am

NSCBC is hosting our friends from Pilgrim Church as they rebuild following
a fire that severely damaged their building this past fall. They will be holding their
Sunday services at 11:00am in Friendship Hall.

Please keep the Pilgrim Church congregation in your prayers during this season of
rebuilding, and extend a warm welcome when you see them on Sunday mornings!

PRAYER (A )

Congregation Focus:

We lift up the many families in our midst who are expecting a new baby in the
coming weeks. We ask God for safe and healthy deliveries!

We praise the Lord for a safe and successful arrival of Matilda (Tillie) Elizabeth

Rose Wallace, born to Tess and Richard Wallace on Tuesday, May 12!

We lift up Heidi-Duncan Murray whose chemo treatments will continue through
June, followed by surgery at the end of July. Pray she would be sustained in both
body and spirit.

We pray that the Lord will heal and sustain Sybil Coleman as she recovers from

ankle surgery.

We praise God for Russ Bjork’s successful hip replacement surgery and we
continue to pray for his full recovery and restored mobility.

World Focus:

Pray for Phil and Anneliese and Kimberly, serving in North Africa. One of the
challenges they face is the smallness of the Christian community in some cities,
where it can be easy for believers to feel entirely alone. Security concerns can make
it hard for new believers to know who to trust or share their faith with, cutting them
off from the community the gospel creates. Pray for deep encouragement and the
forming of genuine relationships of trust, so that believers can build one another up,
share their gifts, and become communities of welcome together.

Submit prayer requests in the Church Center App or at nscbc.org/pray

Support the mission of our church through giving online at nscbc.org/giving
or leave a donation in our offering boxes located by the sanctuary doors.



