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1.

Look at verses 26-29 and 40-42 together. What do you notice about where Jesus
chooses to go in this passage, and what does that tell you about where he directs
his power?

Is there an "other side" in your own interior life, a region of your heart, a buried
memory, a persistent habit, something you carry, that you sense Jesus might be
inviting you toward? What would it look like to take even a small step there?

Is there an "other side" in your neighbourhood, workplace, or city, a person or
community on the margins, a place of pain or darkness nearby? What might it look
like to move toward that with intention?

Read verses 28-33 again. What strikes you about how Jesus handles this encounter?
What does it reveal about who he is that the power he exercises here is so
unforced, and that when the crowds reject him he simply leaves?

Look at verse 35 and compare it with verse 27. Walk through the specific reversals
in the man's condition from the beginning of the story to the end. What does the
breadth and completeness of this transformation tell us about what Jesus's salvation
actually involves?

Do you tend to think of salvation primarily in one or two of these dimensions,
spiritual, psychological, physical, social, rather than all of them together? What
might it mean for how you pursue your own growth if salvation is this holistic? What
might it mean for our church and what we choose to focus on as a community?

Spend a good bit of time with this question! It’s a great exercise to invest in.

7.

The man Jesus sent home was commissioned to go and tell what God had done for
him. (He became Jesus’ first missionary outside Judea!) Since Jesus's salvation can
touch every part of life, our testimonies aren't just conversion stories but everyday
stories of where God is meeting us.

Take some time in the group now to share one thing, however small, that God has
done in your life recently. This kind of narrating takes practice, so don’t be surprised
it feels tricky now, that's ok! The more we do it together the more natural it will
become in everyday conversations outside these walls.

How might your group invest in this practice going forward? Who is someone this
week you might be able to share part of your story with? Pray for each other that
this might be possible.



